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Commanding a Squad during a promotion test (All Rank)

For commanding a squad, the instructor will normally look for the mistakes in commands and whether the commands are loud and clear. To assure that commands are loud and clear, make sure you do not have sore throat and you must drink plenty of water. Use your diaphagrm to project your voice and not your voice box. It will hurt your voice box if you strain it. 

Be firm and steady when giving commands and do not shiver. Nervousness will not make you but it will break you. Do not fidget about when giving commands and use appropriate drills that your squadmates know. 

If you have done all these, you should be able to pass this section.

Method Of Instruction (MOI) (For Corporals and Above)

For Rank Corporal and above, MOI is a must for cadets to be promoted to the next rank. It is often asked by cadets on the guidelines of MOI. This is a rough guide on what a cadet must do when carrying out the MOI. 

Usually the MOI will commence after the cadet has finished being the commander of the squad, commanding the squad for drills. The Cadet Inspector of your squad will tell you which drill to teach the squad. 

1) Tell the squad to form a semi-circle around you and make sure that you are facing the sun and not your ‘cadets’. Then ask if anybody is not feeling well. 

2) Explain the meaning of the command to the squad slowly and do not stammer. Ask if the squad is clear of the command. Before you proceed to the next step, repeat the command again to assure everyone knows the command. 

3) Demonstrate how the drill is to be done and repeat the process from every different angle. Tell them the timing for the drill and ask them if they are clear of the timing. Point out common mistakes and make sure it is valid. (You can make up your own mistake of the drill but it must be justifiable.) 

4) Ask for around 4 volunteers (Minimum 2) and tell them to stand with back facing each other so that 4 of them have their face facing the squad. Then ask for a volunteer to be the timer within the 4 of the volunteers. Give the command for the drill and use “Samura” to re-do. Do not use the other command that is not supposed to be used. (Example: If you teaching Sedi-Ya, do not use Senandi-Ri to re-do.) Then point out mistakes of the volunteers. They will not have marks deducted. Don’t worry. Try to re-do the volunteers a few times and then tell them to fall-in. 

5) Tell the squad to fall-in and summarise the whole drill. From command to timing, and then to mistakes. Then ask for a volunteer in the squad to be timer. Carry out the drill by giving the command. If there is no coordination, ‘Samura’ them. If there is no perfect bang, ‘Samura’ them. If there are people fidgeting, ‘Samura’ them. Point out the person who is fidgeting. Then point out mistakes of the people in the squad and re-do it a few times. When it is close to perfect, ask for permission to fall-in. 

6) If all these are carefully carried out, you will score high marks for MOI and it will help you in your total score. Together with Commanding the squad, it will takes up to 50% of the promotion test. Attendance, attitude and other factors will also be counted in the promotion test. 

Hope that this will help you have a rough idea of How to Command a squad, MOI and the promotion test. Wish you good luck in your next promotion test and hope you will be promoted. Stay active in NPCC and I assure you that you will gain and learn a lot of life experiences in NPCC. 

((((( GOOD LUCK! (((((
Done by CI Ernest Tay
We share the same blood – BLUE! *
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